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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: SHUM, RP. US 

SUBJECT: TRAVEL OF BISHOP CLAVER 

REF: (A) MANILA 12910, (B) MANILA 12201 

1 . BISHOP FRANCISCO CLAVER HAS BEEN ISSUED EXIT PERMIT TO 
ATTEND MEETING OF COMMISSION ON NON-BELIEVERS IN ROME SEPTEM- 
BER 21-24. FATHER KENNETH BOGART, A CLOSE ASSOCIATE OF CLAVER, 
TOLD EMBOFF LAST NIGHT THAT CLAVER WAS ISSUED EXIT PERMIT 
AUGUST 19, THREE DAYS BEFORE PRESIDENT MARCOS ANNOUNCED 
LIFTING OF INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL BAN. 

2. COMMENT: DEPARTMENT WILL RECALL THAT CLAVER WAS ALLOWED 
TO TRAVEL ABROAD IN 1976, BUT THAT THE GOP TOOK NO ACTION ON 
HIS THREE PREVIOUS EXIT PERMIT APPLICATIONS THIS YEAR. OUR 
APPROACH TO DFA FOLLOWING DENIAL OF PERMISSION FOR 

CLAVER TO VISIT THE US IN JULY (SEE REF B) MAY HAVE PROVED 
HELPFUL TO CLAVER IN HIS APPLICATION FOR EXIT PERMIT TO MAKE 
TRIP TO ROME. ISSUANCE OF EXIT PERMIT TO OUT- 
SPOKEN CRITIC OF MARCOS REGIME LIKE CLAVER 
MAY BE HOPEFUL SIGN THAT RECENT PRESIDENTIAL DECISION 
TO REMOVE BAN ON INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL WILL REPRESENT 
GENUINE LIBERALIZATION OF THE GOP'S POLICY TOWARD TRAVEL 
ABROAD BY ITS POLITICAL OPPONENTS. 
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